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Looking forward to a great new year! 

Welcome back!  Once again Lansdowne is buzzing with the sound of productivity.  Students are 

back to work with high hopes for a productive year.  Our staff also has high expectations for 

what we can accomplish over the next nine months, and we are off to a great start.   

As always, there are new lunch account numbers to memorize, new procedures to learn and 

other protocols that take a little time to familiarize new families to, however, we are well on the 

way to business as usual.  Thanks to everyone for their patience in the first couple of weeks 

while we hammer out any kinks in the systems. 

Remember when we work together as a team of staff, parents and students we can accomplish 

great things.  We encourage all families to become involved in supporting the students at Lans-

downe.  There are many opportunities to volunteer at school, get involved with PTA or serve on 

a school committee.  If you are interested, please email us at school and let us know that you 

want to be plugged in. 

Please be sure to check out the Lansdowne website where you can keep up with dates and up-

coming activities.   

All grade levels will be hosting parent learning nights in Sept. and we hope to see you there. 

Thanks again for the opportunity to serve this school.    Working for Kids,     Jennifer Fish 

Hello Lansdowne Families!  

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome both new and re-

turning families to Lansdowne Elementary for the 2017-18 school year. 

We hope that everyone had a wonderful and relaxing summer. 

PTA provides many services and activities throughout the year. It is our hope that every family will participate in this worthwhile 

organization, in order for us to better meet the needs of our children and the faculty and staff of Lansdowne Elementary. 

September is PTA Membership Month.  When you join PTA, your child benefits! Get involved and help your child!  By joining Lans-

downe PTA, your visible show of support will help us send the message that parent involvement is valued and is a key to success for 

all children and for our school.   

If you haven’t already, please consider joining us. You can do so by printing a membership form off of the school’s PTA website 

(http://www.lansdowne.fcps.net/pta) or off of our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/groups/LansdowneElementaryPTA/. and send 

it to school with your child along with five dollars cash or check for your membership fee.  

Once you have done that, your individual level of participation is up to you. Your time investment is completely flexible. It could be 

an hour or two in the morning. Or maybe an hour in the afternoon. It might even work best if we send items home in your child’s 

backpack for you to work on from home. There is no specific time requirement. 
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Lego Club  

Paperwork was sent home for those 1st, 2nd 

and 3rd grade students interested in joining 

Lego Club.  Extra papers are located in the 

pocket outside of the STEAM lab door.  Lego 

club will meet on Mondays from 2:25-3:30.  

Students will receive a member schedule to 

let them know which meeting days they will 

attend.  This year’s building topics include: 

Lego Spinners    Ancient Egypt: Pyra-
mid Building     

Lego Zip line Building   Lego Skittles 
(Game) Stay on Track: Hex Bug 

Racing  
Start Your Engines:  Lego Car Lego 

Catapult  

     Lansdowne’s  

Academic Team 

Does your child enjoy showing what 

they know? Then the Academic 

Team may be the club for them! This 

club is for 2nd-5th graders who want to develop their aca-

demic “muscles” in a challenging and fun competition de-

signed to enhance their learning of the core curriculum 

taught in Fayette County Public Schools. Students will be 

assigned to a primary (second and third grade) or inter-

mediate (fourth and fifth grade) team. Each team will work 

together in a competitive format to answer content relat-

ed questions. Each school will also participate in skype 

scrimmages throughout the winter and a live regional 

competition in the spring. Regional winners will have the 

opportunity to compete at the district level, where win-

ners will be awarded scholarships to various Kentucky 

colleges and universities! Academic Team will start off the 

year meeting every other Monday afternoon from 2:45-

3:30 until January, when we will begin meeting weekly to 

prepare for the regional competition. Please watch for a 

registration form with more information to come home 

this month once dates have been confirmed.  

STEAM Lab News       
Welcome to the 2017-2018 school year!  For those who are new to our school 

STEAM is an acronym that stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math.  

Each time your child visits the lab we will be creating and working on projects that in-

corporate all of those subjects.  The STEAM lab is the place where students learn to 

apply all of the new information they are learning.  In these upcoming weeks grade lev-

els will be engaging in various activities. 

Kindergarten:  These students will be learning about what STEAM is about.  These classes will be learning about the engineer-

ing process and how the STEAM lab works. 

First Grade:  First graders will also be trying out some different projects that connect all the subjects that STEAM offers.  First 

grade will be trying some basic building challenges, learning to program a Bee Bot and beginning to make a number scroll. 

Second Grade:  Second graders have been working on learning the process of completing a science experiment (ask your 

child about how germs move), how to write their initials in binary code and building with the engineering process. 

Third Grade:  Third graders have begun to construct their STEAM notebooks.  These notebooks will be where students place 

important information that will help them in following the scientific method and the engineering process.   

Fourth Grade:  Fourth graders have already started working as the “EU2” team.  The EU2 team is the energy awareness 

team.  All 4th graders will help with school recycling, energy auditing and teaching energy conservation. 

Fifth Grade:  Fifth graders have already started their first engineering project:  Happy Meal Redesign.  Students will be work-

ing on science experiments, nutrition research and graphic design study to create a healthier version of a McDonald’s Happy 

Meal. 



 

Kurt Waechter 

Summer has come and gone and students are already back 

in the swing of things at school.  I am excited to be incorpo-

rating many new projects and activities into the curriculum 

this year.  Take a moment each week to see what details 

you can discover about the latest goings on in the art room from your Lansdowne student. 

Please say thank you to the PTA and Ms. Fish for the supplies their funding allows me to purchase.  Their 

generosity makes it possible for every student to create with a wide variety of media including clay, paint, oil 

pastels  and a variety of different types of papers.  If you are not already signed up for the PTA please give 

it your consideration. 

It is very important that you are aware of the day on which your student has art. We will frequently be creat-

ing with very sloppy and messy materials.  Most of the materials we use are 

washable, but some colors can be tougher to completely remove.  Your 

best bet is to have students dressed in clothes that are not Sunday best. 

I am always on the look out for recycled materials, check the box in this 

feature each month for items you can save for the art program.  I’ll take 

one or two at a time or even better, whole stacks or bags full! 

Looking forward to a great year!   Kurt 

ARTiculate: Art at Lansdowne 

The Leopard’s LEAP 

       Lansdowne’s Enrichment Afterschool Program (LEAP) is off to a 

fantastic start for the 2017-2018 school year.  Over one hundred-

thirty students participate on a daily basis in activities that include 

arts and crafts, educational technology, organized gym time, and 

games.  Time is provided in a structured setting for reading, math, 

Lexia, and Dreambox, and we encourage students to take advantage of this opportunity to 

increase their academic skills.   

 During September, we will begin to explore our environment with the help of staff from 

Bluegrass Greensource, and concentrate on health and safety with assistance from the UK nursing 

students who mentor on Thursdays at our school.  Mr. Jesse will be providing students the 

opportunity for dance and 

movement with songs they help 

to create. 

 LEAP begins after 

students are dismissed from 

their classrooms, and they must 

be picked up by 6:00 p.m.  The 

cost is $10 per day, and CCAP is 

accepted.  There are currently a 

limited number of openings in 

the LEAP Program.  Please 

direct inquiries to 

Please save!! 

Newspapers 

Magazines 

Paper Towel Rolls 

Color Cycle It!  

This year Lansdowne will be par-

ticipating in the Crayola 

“ColorCycle It” marker recycling 

program.  If you have any old 

markers to get rid of, send them 

into school.  We will send them to 

the Crayola company to be recy-

cled. 



 

Welcome everyone back to Lansdowne.  

Those that are new, my name is Mr. 

Brassfield—Physical     Education teach-

er.  This is my 9th year serving the Lansdowne community.   

Just a few important reminders for the start of the year.   Make sure students wear shoes during their PE rotation 

day. But if all else fails, bring a pair to change into, it is a shame if students have to sit on the side out  because of 

improper footwear. 

If you want to see a snapshot of what we will be doing in p.e follow this link.  This is a curriculum guide that I will 

follow somewhat.  I do make changes with some of the activities, but this is fairly set schedule.  http://

blogs.fcps.net/curriculum/pe/  If you are interested in which resources I use for our curriculum, they are listed to 

assist you. Dynamic Physical Education Curriculum, Pinterest, SPARK curriculum and of course World Wide 

Web to locate desirable activities that I think are fun and challenging for our 

students. 

I look forward to a productive and amazing year, I really dig working with 

these Lansdowne Leopards!!!.  If you need to contact me, it is easiest 

through email:  Fred.Brassfield@fayette.kyschools.us  

Actively,   Mr. Brassfield                      PS - There is a theme to 

this article, if you can ace it, email Mr. Brassfield to earn a prize. 
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September 1st we will also kick off our SPROUT fundraiser. On September 15th, the students of Lansdowne will spend nearly an 

entire school day rotating through stations that will focus on health, fitness and getting moving. This is a very exciting project that 

we have been working on and something that we are certain the kids will thoroughly enjoy. Our hope is to raise $15,000 and for 

this to be the only major fundraiser that we do this school year. There will be plenty more information to come home in the com-

ing days. 

We have a Zaxby’s Spirit Night on September 19th from 4:30-6:30 at the Redding Road location. On October 20th from 6-9 we 

will be hosting a Spirit Night at Bruster’s and Cut & Paste Craft Studio on Ruccio Way. We hope that your family can make plans 

to come out and join us those evenings, have dinner and support our organization at the same time! (Added perk: You won’t have 

to cook or clean up your kitchen!) 

 Our next General Membership meeting is on October 10th at 6:30 p.m. in the library. Please join us! 

We look forward to another exciting year with all of you. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 

us at Lansdowne.pta@fayette.kyschools.us.   

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, commited citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 

- Margaret Meade 
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